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STANDARD  CLASSIFICATION 

FAIR  —  About  half  of  detail  and  lettering  of  both  obverse  and  reverse,  including  clear  date, 
must  show. 

VERY  FAIR  —  Practically  all  of  the  detail  and  lettering  must  be  clear,  although  faint  areas 
are  to  be  expected. 

GOOD  — -  The  date  and  all  of  the  detail  and  lettering  must  be  very  clear.  The  general  relief 
may  be  well  worn  down. 

VERY  GOOD  —  Everything  must  be  boldly  clear,  but  the  sharpness  may  be  largely  gone. 
Only  part  of  word  Liberty  must  show,  although  on  most  types  full  Liberty  will  show. 

FINE  —  All  of  the  design  and  all  inscriptions  must  be  sharp.  Wear  is  appreciable  only  on 
the  high  surfaces. 

VERY  FINE  —  All  the  detail  is  in  sharp  relief  and  only  the  highest  surfaces  may  show 
any  wear. 


EXTREMELY  FINE  —  Only  the  slightest  trace  of  circulation,  or  of  rubbing,  is  to  be 
on  tiie  high  points. 


seen 


UNCIRCULATED  —  Free  from  any  evidence  of  circulation  or  mis-handling. 

PROOF  —  Specially  struck  from  polished  dies  with  unusual  sharpness. 


f  . 
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THE  BAR  CENT 


The  Bar  Cent  is  undated  and  of  uncertain  origin. 

It  has  thirteen  parallel  and  disconnected  bars  on  one  side.  On  the  other 
side  is  the  large  Romas  USA  monogram. 

The  significance  of  the  design  is  clearly  defined  by  its  extreme  simplicity. 
The  separate  thirteen  states  (bars)  unite  into  a  single  status  as  symbolized 
by  the  interlocking  letters  (USA). 

This  coin  is  believed  to  have  been  issued  at  the  same  time  as  the  Nova 
Constellatio  coppers  by  Thomas  Wyon  at  Birmingham,  England,  for  America. 
It  first  circulated  in  New  York  during  November,  1785.  The  design  was 
supposedly  copied  from  an  old  Continental  button. 
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THE  FUGIO  CENTS 


1787  Cent,  STATES  UNITED  (At  Sides<ofiCir^Ie)j$l . 


Good 


Fine 

$2.00 


Fvt>m  Ver>  tnans 

j9  ^  tsEfc>c>|c^ 

She  U)(h  <=j  ^4* 

Jcrv'eral^ 

.  « 

Mtuor’  \ranc  - 

4“ie*A  0  5-  4Uis, 

&nsi“  cLui-iio  - 

»  , 

**  <2£rc^  c.e-n'f— 

■for*  Hhtic*  (J-S* 


'787  CentJPattern),  AMERICAN  CONGRESS  (Copper) 
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UNITED  STATES 
(At  Sides  of  Circle) 


Good 

$2.50 


Fine 

$4.00 


Unc. 

$10.00 


1787  Cent 
UNITED  STATES 
Top  and  Bottom) 
Club  Rays 

Good  Fine  Unc. 

$1-50  $3.00  $7.00 
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THE  FUGIO  CENTS 


T  ie  first  coins  issued  by  authority  of  the  United  States  were  the  “Fugio” 
cents.  Entries  in  the  Journal  of  Congress  supply  interesting  information  about 
proceedings  relating  to  this  coinage. 

‘‘Saturday,  April  21,  1787  .... 

That  the  board  of  treasury  be  authorized  to  contract  for  three  hundred 
tons  of  copper  coin  of  the  federal  standard,  agreeable  to  the  proposition  of 
Mr.  James  Jarvis,  ....  That  it  be  coined  at  the  expense  of  the  contractor,  etc.” 

On  Friday,  July  6,  1787,  there  was  “Resolved,  that  the  board  of  treasury 
direct  the  contractor  for  the  copper  coinage  to  stamp  on  one  side  of  each  piece 
theJj?1  OWmg  device’  viz:  thirteen  circles  linked  together,  a  small  circle  in  the 
middle,  with  the  words  ‘United  States,’  round  it;  and  in  the  centre,  the  words 
We  are  one  ;  on  the  other  side  of  the  same  piece  the  following  device,  viz:  a 
dial  with  the  hours  expressed  on  the  face  of  it;  a  meridian  sun  above  on  one 
side  of  which  is  the  word  ‘Fugio,’  and  on  the  other  the  year  in  figures  ‘1787’ 
below  the  dial,  the  words  ‘Mind  Your  Business.’  ” 

The  legends  have  been  credited  to  Benjamin  Franklin  by  many,  and  the 
com,  as  a  consequence,  has  been  referred  to  as  the  Franklin  Cent. 

These  cents  were  coined  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  it  has  been  suggested, 

^ew  York  City,  Rupert,  Vt.  and  elsewhere.  The  dies  were  made  by 
Abel  Buel  of  New  Haven. 

There  are  several  variations  in  the  dies,  particularly  the  relative  positions 
of  the  words  UNITED  and  STATES.  Patterns  follow  the  same  general 
description  but  have  AMERICAN  CONGRESS  on  the  circular  label 
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Small  Eagle 


Good  Fine 
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FIRST  UNITED  STATES  MINT  ISSUES 


Various  devices  were  proposed  for  our  coins  just  preceeding  the  establishment 
of  the  mint. 

Hamilton,  in  January  1791,  in  his  long  report  to  the  House  on  questions  of 
finance,  said  “The  eagle  is  not  a  very  expressive  or  apt  appellation  for  the 
largest  gold  piece,  but  nothing  better  appears, ’’and  “The  devices  of  the  coins 
are  far  from  being  matters  of  indifference,  as  they  may  be  made  the  vehicles 
of  useful  impressions.  They  ought  therefore  to  be  emblematical  but  without 
losing  sight  of  simplicity.” 

Many  members  of  the  House  favored  a  representation  of  the  president’s 
head  on  the  obverse  of  each  coin.  Others  considered  the  idea  a  monarchal 
practice  and  it  was  wisely  argued  that,  “However  well  pleased  they  might  be 
Anth  the  head  of  the  great  man  now  their  president,  they  may  have  no  reason 
-o  be  pleased  with  some  of  his  successors.”  Washington  is  believed  to  have 
expressed  disapproval  of  the  use  of  his  portrait  on  our  coins 
The  majority  considered  a  figure  emblematic  of  Liberty  more  appropriate 
and  the  Senate  finally  concurred  in  this  opinion. 

Thomas  Birch,  about  whom  very  little  is  known,  was  an  engraver  employed 
at  designing  proposed  devices  for  our  coins.  He  engraved  the  dies  for  the 
lisme  and  half-disme.  He  has  also  been  associated  with  a  large  copper  cent 
at  unusual  design,  which  is  known  as  the  Birch  Cent.  One  variety  shows  his 
lame  at  the  truncation  of  the  bust.  Another  variety  omits  the  name.  The  inter- 
!■  make  these  pieces  unique  in  our  American  series :  on  the  obverse 

PARENT  of  SCIENCE  &  INDUSTRY  and  on  the  edge  TO 
BE  ESTEEMED  BE  USEFUL.  g 

Henry  Voigt,  first  chief-coiner  of  the  mint,  prepared  a  similar,  small-sized 
-opper  cent  bearing  the  foregoing  obverse  legend.  These  dies  were  stamped 
o  a  silver  center  planchet  as  well  as  a  piece  without  the  silver  plug. 
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THE  1793  CHAIN  OR  LINK  CENT 
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Droz,  a  Swiss.  ^  °elleVed  to  have  been  cut  by  Jean  Pierre 

A Je^icS’centMs^s °I In teT from  NewarkMonot4116  f°llowing  note:  "Thc 

appears  to  be  in  a  fright  .  ”  0men  for  Llberty’  Liberty  herself 

Comments  similar  to  the  above  were  believed  resnnnciKio  r  <-u  i 
type  to  the  wreath  device  on  the  reverse.  esP°nsible  for  the  change  of 
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THE  WREATH  CENTS  OF  1793 


These  cents  might  be  more  easily  identified  if  they  were  called  single-bow 
Wreath  Cents.  The  Liberty  Cap  Cents  also  have  wreaths  but  the  stems  are  tied 
with  a  double  bow  knot.  There  are  other  differences  to  be  seen  on  the  Wreath 
type  cents  such  as  a  bolder  relief  to  the  head  of  liberty,  more  loosely  flowing 
hair  and  a  three-leaf  sprig  above  the  date.  Some  types  have  the  vine  and 
bars,  and  one  variety  has  ONE  HUNDRED  FOR  A  DOLLAR  on  the  edge. 
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The  Exceedingly  Rare  1793  Strawberry  Leaf  Cent 

LOT  NO.  1044 


1793  Strawberry  Wreath  Large  Cent,  Crosby  5-F,  sometimes  called  “Laurel- 
Blossom”  or  “Clover  Leaf.”  Mr.  Crosby  contends  that  it  was  intended  toi 
represent  a  sprig  of  three  leaves  and  a  boll  of  cotton.  This  is  one  of  the  out¬ 
standing  rarities  in  the  United  States  series  and  it  was  regrettable  that  of! 
the  six  specimens,  none  are  in  choice  condition.  The  finest  known  is  in  a 
New  England  collection.  It  is  in  Fine  condition  and  was  purchased  from  me 
at  a  record  price  for  a  copper  coin  at  $2,750.00.  In  1941  I  sold  another  spec¬ 
imen  to  a  prominent  Cincinnati  collector  in  About  good  condition  for 
$1,250.00.  This  is  mentioned  to  indicate  the  rarity  and  value  of  this  coin. 


This  Strawberry  Wreath  Cent  has  been  examined  by  a  number  of  Large 
Cent  specialists  and  there  is  no  question  as  to  its  authenticity.  The  obverse  is: 
Good  with  all  the  design  and  date  readable.  It  is  dark  and  has  a  rough, 
slightly  eroded  surface.  The  reverse  is  Very  good  and  does  not  show  the 
light  corrosion  as  on  the  obverse.  I  consider  this  the  third  or  fourth  best 
specimen  known  and  believe  it  should  bring  near  the  estimate  of  $2,500.00 
which  I  have  placed  on  it.  NOTE:  The  photograph  of  this  coin  has  been- 


enlarged  to  show  greater  detail. 
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Die  break  variations.  No  breaks,  although  the  reverse  die 
must  have  been  considerably  bent,  or  convexed,  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  so  marked  a  blotting  out  of  the  center  of  the  coin. 

2  Reverse  K  is  rare,  not  over  two  dozen  impressions  of  it  being 
known  to  me  all  told,  and  among  these  I  can  recall  only  four 
instances  in  which  could  fairly  be  called  legible.  In  all 

other  cases  the  center  is  so  obliterated  that  you  can  read  the 
words  only  by  knowing  that  they  are  there.  The  defect  in  the 
die  possibly  accounts  for  the  shortness  of  its  life,  or  the  paucity 
of  its  use.  A  number  of  electrotypes  are  in  existence. 

R-6.  Basal  value  $15.  If  a  population  of  twelve  is  taken  as 
the  limit  for  R-7,  this  variety  does  not  quite  qualify.  Probably 
twenty  are  known.  I  can  recall  1 1  different  examples  that  I 
have  owned  and  four  that  I  have  not  owned. 

To  my  knowledge,  however,  only  a  single  specimen  is  known 
in  Fine  condition.  This  is  the  coin  illustrated  and  owned  by 
Crosby,  who  got  it  at  the  Woodward  sale  in  1888.  Later  it 
turned  up  in  the  Dr.  French  collection  (Lot  14  in  the  French 
catalogue),  and  finally  was  bought  for  ans.  This  coin  is  about 
AU-50  and  is  worth  possibly  $750.  The  second  best  one  I  have 
seen  is  about  VG-10  and  was  bought  from  Chapman  twenty 
years  ago  at  $150.  12-K’s  turn  up  frequently,  but  almost  always 
in  Poor  or  Fair  condition,  and  they  generally  bring  about  $15 
per  unit  of  condition.  In  bidding  on  this  variety  the  inexperi¬ 
enced  collector  should  be  wary  of  such  descriptions  as  “Fine 
for  coin,”  “Very  Fine  but  buried  a  long  time  ago,”  etc. 

CONDITION  CENSUS,  50-6. 
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776 — Cr.  12-L.  Liberty  Cap  cent.  Strictly  V.F.  An  even, 
medium  olive  surface.  Not  often  excelled.  From  the 
Henry  C.  Hines  collection.  (R-4.  25  x  $10.00.)  ^QO- '•  —  ••• 
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